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IUPUI Staff Council Committee Annual Report 2022-2023

Committee Annual Report 2022-2023

Committee Name:	Sustainability
Chair:  Mindy Cooper	
Members:  Tom Baker, Thora Berndt, Kim Burrows, Valerie Decker, Connie Ely, Katie Jackson, Amanda Keene (Office of Sustainability) 	

Action Items:
	Action Item(s)
	Status

	Ensure that items that Staff Council gives away are sustainable; this could grow into increasing awareness of this on the entire campus by having a booth at the Staff Benefits Fair, etc
	The committee developed a survey to send to Staff Council members on the sustainability of swag received at last year’s retreat and members’ attitudes towards swag.  These findings were presented at the April 2022 meeting.  The Office of Sustainability is interested in using this survey. 

	Work with the Office of Sustainability to present the “State of Sustainability” in April or May
	The Director of Sustainability, Jessica Davis  presented at the April 2022 meeting.   

	Create a Green Staff award, much like the other awards given out by Staff Council.  The prize for this award could be to have a tree planted on campus in the winner’s name.
	Jesse Beck, Grounds Program Manager was the inaugural winner of the Staff Sustainability Award and the committee provided remarks at a tree planting ceremony in April to celebrate Earth Day.

	Sustainability Committee members will continue to write columns/blog posts to contribute to the Office of Sustainability’s newsletter/blog, including highlighting staff that are going above and beyond in terms of sustainable practice
	We did not provide any of these this year. 

	Keep up-to-date with the work being done by the Climate Action Planning Committee and determine how we can collaborate with them
	We have a liaison from the Office of Sustainability who can provide updates.  We discussed the idea of creating an infographic detailing the progress being made by the CAPC.  This idea was brought to the attention of  campus leadership, who have given the Office of Sustainability the task of creating this infographic to distribute to all stakeholders, not just Staff Council.  

	Work with the Bylaws Committee to have in writing the permanent inclusion of a member of the Office of Sustainability on the committee and the status of the committee changed from ad hoc to standing
	The committee was made an operational committee on 5/19/21 and is reflected in the Staff Council bylaws as such.  

	Plan a volunteer event for Staff Council members that assists the Office of Sustainability
	The New York Street garden was restored on May 17, 2023 by volunteers and staff from the Office of Sustainability.

	Advise campus groups in planning projects and submitting proposals for the IUPUI Greening Grant.
	The committee was represented on the selection committee for the Greening Grant.  Additionally, committee members met with staff and interns from the Center for Young Children (outdoor classroom), the Staff Council Professional Development Committee and the Office of Sustainability to help plan projects (bike storage) and/or help with writing/submitting a proposal.  



Action Items to be carried over to 2023-2024:
	Action Item(s)
	Status

	Sustainability Committee members will write columns/blog posts to contribute to the Office of Sustainability’s newsletter/blog, including highlighting staff that are going above and beyond in terms of sustainable practice
	

	Keep up-to-date with the work being done by the Climate Action Planning Committee and  determine how we can collaborate with them and disseminate information 
	

	Advise campus groups in planning projects and submitting proposals for the IUPUI Greening Grant.
	

	Plan a volunteer event for Staff Council members that assists the Office of Sustainability
	




Suggested new action items for 2023-2024:
	Action Item(s)
	Status

	Partnering with the Office of Sustainability and other campus units, help plan/staff/advertise an event or events at which useful, sustainable items are handed out to the IUPUI community.
	

	Write and pass a resolution to codify the practices involved in creating a sustainable event for all Staff Council committees to follow.
	

	Help with the reduction of single use plastics distributed on campus by taking an inventory and working with the Office of Sustainability to offer alternative solutions.
	



Please attach any completed documents or recommendations made by your committee during this report year. 








Report due:  	June 30, 2023

Submit to:	 Tricia Edwards trewrigh@iu.edu
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